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Linking Futures Program

Lake Naivasha, Kenya

RNdetei@malewa.wwfearpo.org

Naivasha landscape
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Significance… and threats

• Value – nature, people/culture

• The only fresh water lake in 
Kenya’s Rift Valley

• High economic importance

• Catchment degradation

• Poor land management 

• Weak policy enforcement

• Declining water inflows

• Increased pollution

• Lake water fluctuation
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Cultivation along shoreline
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“Spicing Our nyama Choma”

Siltation to lake
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Invasive species

Adopted from Becht 2003

Irrigated agriculture : Interbasin transfere
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Lake: 50
GW: 75

Rivers: 0
Lake: 75
GW: 100

Rivers: Q<Q95
Lake Level < 1884.0m

Restriction Zone 
2

Red

Rivers: 0
Lake: 75
GW: 100

Rivers: 100
Lake: 100
GW: 100

Restriction Zone 
1

Amber

Rivers: 100
Lake: 100
GW: 100

Rivers: 100
Lake: 100
GW: 100

Rivers: Q>Q80
Lake Level: > 1885.5m

No restrictionsGreen

Commercial Uses 
(Irrigation, industry)

Domestic

Permitted Abstraction Level (% of Allocation)Resource StateZoneColour

What is WWF doing?

• Integrated Water Resources 
Management

• Landscape restoration

• Nature-based business models

• Building capacity in conservation

• Policy - poor co-managers of natural 
resources
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What’s going on?
• Threats due to:

– Catchment degradation
– Poor land management 
– Declining water inflows
– Increased pollution
– Unregulated water abstraction
– Conflicting interests 
– Weak policy enforcement 

What’s going on?

What do we want to change?
• Inappropriate production/livelihood practices 

impacting the environment 

• Laxity in natural resources policies enforcement

• Policies not recognizing rural poor as natural 
resources co-managers

• Change livelihood conditions of rural poor 
communities in Lake Naivasha landscape by linking 
sustainable conservation and livelihood 
opportunities

• Shared vision
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You can bring change

• Scientific research

• Technology transfer



9

Thank you


